About Airgas

Founded in 1982, Airgas has become the largest U.S. distributor of industrial,
medical and specialty gases, and welding, safety and related products.
|ts integrated network of about 800 locations includes branches,

retail stores, cylinder fill plants, specialty gas labs, production facilities and
distribution centers. Airgas also distributes its products and services through
eBusiness, catalog and telesales channels. Its national scale and

strong local presence offer a competitive edge to a diversified customer base.
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WE'VE BUILT THIS COMPANY BY EXPANDING OUR LOCAL
PRESENCE, DEVELOPING THE RIGHT PRODUCTS, DISTRIBUT-
ING THEM TO OUR CUSTOMERS AT THE RIGHT TIME, WITH
THE RIGHT EXPERTISE, AND PURSUING GROWTH THROUGH
CORE AND STRATEGIC PRODUCT AREAS.

BY FOLLOWING THIS STEADY COURSE, WE HAVE BECOME THE LARGEST DISTRIBUTOR OF PACKAGED GASES,

WELDING AND SAFETY PRODUCTS IN THE UNITED STATES. OUR FOOTPRINT NOW SPANS THE COUNTRY,
MAKING US THE SUPPLIER OF CHOICE FOR CUSTOMERS WITH MULTIPLE LOCATIONS.

YET, OUR TRUE STRENGTH HAS NEVER CHANGED: WE ARE BRANCH-CENTRIC, COMMITTED TO MEETING THE
NEEDS OF CUSTOMERS IN LOCAL MARKETS WHO DEPEND ON US FOR THEIR DELIVERIES OF CY‘NDER GASES,
WELDING SUPPLIES AND SAFETY PRODUCTS.

PEOPLE AND CO Y-WIDE STRATEGIES THAT HAVE PROPELLED US TO A LEADERSHIP POSITION IN OUR
INDUSTRY. LEVER G OUR PRESENCE, PRODUCTS, AND DISTRIBUTION. SHARING OUR EXPERTISE AND
PURSUING GROWTH NICHES. THESE ARE THE PLATFORMS THAT ARE ENABLING AIRGAS TO BUILD ITS

STRENGTH{BRANCH BY BRA.
‘ |

THIS ANNUAL RE“T RECAPS OUR FINANCIAL RESULTS AND PROVIDES A PICTURE OF THE FRONT-LINE
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